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REPORT  for  1923. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

County  (Landward). 

The  population  of  the  County  (Landward)  as  estimated  by 
Registrar-General  is — 

Machars  .  7993 

Rhins  .  12,066 

20,059 

The  population  at  1921  census  was  20,481,  showing  a 
decrease  of  422. 

BIRTHS. — In  the  County  (Landward)  the  births  corrected 
for  transcripts  numbered  479,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  23.87  per 
1000  of  population,  as  compared  with  23.1  in  1922.  The 
Rhins  birth  rate  was  22.2.  The  Machars  birth  rate  was  26.4. 

Of  the  births  83  were  registered  as  illegitimate,  being  at 
the  rate  of  17.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  births — Machars,  13.7 ; 
Rhins,  20.1. 

Subjoined  are  the  birth  rates  for  ten  years  : — 

Birth.  Rate  per  1000  of  Population. 


1914  . 

.  25.6 

1915  . 

.  22.4 

1916  . 

.  24.6 

1917  . 

.  19.3 

1918  . 

.  19.6 

1919  . 

.  21.2 

1920  . . 

.  28.6 

1921  . 

.  24.3 

1922  . . 

.  23.1 

4923  . 

.  23.8 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT.— Under  this  Act  all 
births  require  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
within  thirty-six  hours  of  their  occurrence.  Whether  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  scheme  of  Child  Welfare  in  operation 
in  the  Districts  or  not,  the  requirements  of  the  Act  do  not 
seem  to  be  sufficiently  known,  as  is  shown  by  a  great  dis¬ 
crepancy  between  the  number  of  births  notified  and 
registered,  as  the  following  figures  show  : — 


Notified  by 

Medical  Notified  by  Births  Births 

Districts.  Practitioners.  Mid  wives.  Notified.  Registered. 

Rhiris  .  157  16  173  272 

Machars  .  161  3  164  220 

Burghs. 

Wigtown  . .11  —  11  21 


Newton-Stewart  ...  20  —  20  20 


DEATHS. — The  total  number  of  deaths  pertaining  to  the 
Landward  area  of  the  County  was  282.  The  deaths  occurring 
in  Public  Institutions  and  elsewhere  outside  the  Districts 
which  were  accepted  and  transferred  to  the  Districts  where 
the  usual  places  of  residence  were  situated  numbered  28.  The 
deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  Districts  and  trans¬ 
ferred  out  numbered  3. 


The  total  death  rate  was  14.0  per  1000  of  population.  The 
Rhins  death  rate  was  12.3.  The  Machars  death  rate  was 

16.6. 


Subjoined  are  the  death  rates  for  ten  years  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


.  16.3 
.  14.6 
.  14.2 
.  13.4 
.  15.1 
.  17.7 
.  15.9 


1921  .  12.7 

1922  .  12.7 

1923  . . 14.0 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— There  were  43  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  of  age  registered  in  the  County  (Land¬ 
ward)  during  the  year.  The  mortality  rate  was  89.7  per 
1000  of  children  born.  The  rate  was  90  in  the  Rhins  and  90 
in  the  Machars.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  County  is  rather 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  Mainland  Rural  Districts, 
which  is  about  75,  and  for  all  Scotland  about  90. 

Infantality  mortality  rate  from  1914  to  1923  : — 


1914  . . . 

.  90 

1915  . 

.  88 

1916  . 

.  62 

1917  . . . 

.  83 

1918  . 

.  81 

1919  . . 

.  86 

1920  . 

.  79 

1921  . 

.  72 

1922  . 

. .  52 

1923  . 

.  89 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  infantile  deaths,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  about  60  per  cent,  are  due  to  preventable 
causes,  while  the  rest  are  non-preventable.  Under  the  former 
would  be  included  such  diseases  as  Whooping  Cough, 
Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Diarrhoea,  &c.,  while  under  the  latter 
would  be  included  such  causes  as  Prematurity  and  Congenital 


Malformations. 

Infantile  mortality  during  the  year  1923: — 

Whooping  Cough  .  2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Intestines  and  Peritoneum  .  1 

Bronchitis  .  3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  2 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  .  1 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Malformations  ...  26 

Violence  (overlying)  .  1 

Jaundice  . .  1 

Convulsions  . 1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 3 
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MORTALITY  FROM  CHIEF  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 
— The  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  this  group  of  diseases 
was  6,  namely: — Scarlet  Fever,  1;  Whooping  Cough,  4; 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  1.  The  death  rate  was  .299  per 
1000. 

The  rates  for  the  past  ten  years  were  as  follows  : — 


1914  . 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population. 

.  .711 

1915  . 

. 918 

1916  . 

. 670 

1917  . 

. 155 

1918  . 

. 155 

1919  . 

. 404 

1920  . 

.  1.592 

1921  . 

. 439 

1922  . 

. . . 144 

1923  . 

. 299 

MORTALITY  FROM  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES.— 

There  were  13  deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases,  of  which  8 
were  ascribed  to  Phthisis.  These  figures  give  a  death  rate 
of  .398  per  1000  from  Phthisis,  and  .249  from  other  forms 
of  Tubercular  Disease.  The  total  mortality  from  Tubercular 
Disease  was  .648. 

Tubercular  Disease  caused  4.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths, 
as  compared  with  6.8  per  cent,  in  1922,  6.5  per  cent,  in  1921, 
and  5.3  per  cent,  in  1920. 

The  County  occupies  a  most  favourable  position  among  the 
Counties  of  Scotland  so  far  as  Consumption  is  concerned. 


MORTALITY  FROM  CANCER  AND  MALIGNANT 
DISEASES. — There  were  34  deaths  ascribed  to  Cancer  and 
other  Malignant  Diseases,  giving  a  death  rate  of  1.695  per 
1000,  as  against  1.156  per  1000  in  1922,  .927  per  1000  in 
1921,  and  1.539  in  1920. 
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MORTALITY  FROM  OTHER  IMPORTANT  CAUSES. 


Pneumonia  . 

..  Deaths, 

15. 

Death  rate,  .747 

Bronchitis  . 

8. 

,,  .398 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

•  •  y  > 

4. 

,,  .199 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

32. 

,,  1.595 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . 

1. 

„  .049 

Other  causes  of  death  were  : — Meningitis,  1 ;  Nephritis,  9 ; 
Diseases  of  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  3; 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Malformation,  26 ;  Violence, 
14 ;  other  defined  diseases,  67 ;  ill-defined  or  unknown,  10. 

Ages  at  Death.  Deaths. 


Under  1  year  .  43 

1  and  under  5  years  .  8 

5  „  10  ,,  6 

10  „  15  ,,  2 

15  „  25  ,,  13 

25  ,,  35  ,,  12 

35  ,,  45  ,,  16 

45  ,,  55  ,,  16 

55  ,,  65  ,,  33 

65  ,,  75  ,,  63 

75  and  upwards  .  70 


Of  these  last,  52  were  between  the  ages  of  75  and  85,  and 
18  between  the  ages  of  85  and  100.  The  highest  recorded 
age  at  death  was  100. 

With  reference  to  the  mortality  from  Cancer,  the  follow¬ 
ing  abstract  of  information  is  taken  from  a  memorandum 
prepared  by  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Cancer : — - 

Regarding  proclivity  to  the  disease,  it  is  pointed  out : — 

That  hereditary  predisposition  to  Cancer  has  not  at 
present  been  proved  to  be  of  any  practical  importance  in  man. 

That  it  cannot  be  asserted  with  scientific  authority  that 
the  use  of  any  particular  article  of  food  increases  the  liability 
to  Cancer,  or  prevents  it  from  appearing. 
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That  no  known  drug-  or  preparation  will  prevent  its 
appearance  or  cure  it  when  present ;  and 

That  no  danger  of  Cancer  has  been  proved  to  result  from 
inhabiting  houses  or  districts  in  which  Cancer  happens  to 
have  been  exceptionally  common. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  Cancer  is  an  infectious 
or  contagious  disease. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  in  a  population  of  37,885,242  persons 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1921  a  total  of  46,022  deaths  were 
attributed  to  Cancer. 

In  the  space  of  two  generations  the  recorded  mortality 
has  trebled.  Improved  diagnosis  and  more  accurate  certifi¬ 
cation  will  not,  it  is  stated,  account  for  the  whole  of  the 
recorded  increase. 

The  most  rapid  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  Cancer, 
according  to  latest  available  returns,  is  occurring  in  old  age. 

The  memorandum  states  that  certain  varieties  of  chronic 
irritation  are  more  liable  to  be  followed  by  Cancer  than  others 
— thus,  in  the  lip  long-continued  irritation  by  a  clay  pipe  is 
particularly  dangerous,  in  the  tongue  irritation  by  a  jagged 
tooth  or  badly-fitting-  tooth-plate. 

It  is  prudent  to  notice  and  remove  causes  of  chronic 
irritation,  continues  the  memorandum,  and  in  this  category 
of  provocative  causes  of  Cancer,  which  can  be  guarded 
ag-ainst,  come  the  removal  of  rough  stumps  of  teeth  or  re¬ 
placement  of  badly-fitting  dentures,  a  change  of  habit,  if 
pipe-smoking  is  bound  to  produce  soreness  on  the  same  spot 
on  the  lip  or  tongue,  and  an  alteration  of  anything  which 
causes  irritation  of  particular  regions  of  the  body. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  : 
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Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  .. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Chickenpox  . - . 


District. 

Rhins.  Machars. 

..  14  5 

.  3  1 

.  2  1 

—  1 


1 

4 

2 

5 


40 


7 

7 

2 

1 


71  25 

~96~ 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  past  ten  years  in  the  Landward 
area  of  the  County  : — 


DISEASE. 

1914 

1915 

1910 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

192  L 

1922 

1923 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

... 

7 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

110 

35 

24 

13 

21 

22 

45 

33 

13 

Diphtheria 

12 

14 

6 

14 

12 

25 

68 

56 

31 

Erysipelas 

11 

13 

8 

3 

3 

5 

5 

6 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

•  M 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

QphthalmiaNeonatorum 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

...  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

0  •  . 

1 

Malaria... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

7 

... 

2 

... 

Dysentery 

Tcute  Primary  Pneu- 

... 

... 

•  •  f 

•  •• 

... 

1 

... 

... 

monia... 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneu- 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

3 

15 

26 

11 

monia 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

5 

.  .  . 

9 

... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

25 

29 

18 

15 

15 

13 

9 

11 

15 

9 

culosis 

.  •  • 

12 

19 

4 

16 

17 

13 

11 

10 

7 

Chickenpox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

41 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Of  the  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  in  the  Rhins  District,  2  were  in  Inch  Parish,  1  in 
Kirkcolm  Parish,  6  in  Leswalt  Parish,  and  5  in  Old  Luce 
Parish.  Thirteen  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital.  In 
the  Machars  there  were  5  cases — 2  in  Kirkcowan  Parish  and 
3  in  Penninghame  Parish.  Five  of  the  cases  were  treated  in 
Hospital.  One  of  the  cases  from  the  Machars  District, 
treated  in  Hospital",  proved  fatal. 
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DIPHTHERIA. — Three  cases  were  notified  in  the 
Rhins — 1  in  New  Luce  Parish,  1  in  Old  Luce  Parish,  and  1 
in  Stoneykirk  Parish.  All  the  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

In  the  Machars  District  1  case  was  notified  in  the  Parish 
of  Sorbie  and  treated  in  Hospital.  There  was  no  fatality 
among-  the  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — In  the  two  Districts  9  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  7  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified — a  considerable  decrease  from 
previous  years.  Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  not  usually  resident  in  the  area. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION,  AMBULANCES, 

DISINFECTION. 

Both  Districts  are  well  provided  for  ordinary  Infectious 
Diseases,  but  additional  staff  accommodation  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  at  Newton-Stewart.  The  permanent  staff  is  a 
minimum,  and  when  extra  nurses  have  to  be  employed  the 
duty-room  becomes  their  bedroom.  The  Hospitals  are 
carefully  managed,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting 
patients  to  go  to  them.  The  furnishings  are  replenished  as 
required.  Both  JDistricts  are  supplied  with  motor  conveyance 
for  removal  of  patients.  Disinfection  of  premises  and  cloth¬ 
ing  is  carried  out  as  before.  Special  pains  are  taken  in 
regard  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

For  Smallpox  cases,  the  County  is  fairly  well  equipped 
for  dealing  with  same,  the  isolation  for  cases  being  found 
at  Newton-Stewart. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Tuberculosis  remain 
as  fully  reported  upon  in  previous  years.  Pulmonary  cases 
during  the  year  could  be  sent  to  either  Bridge-of-Weir  or 
Manor  Valley,  but  the  distance  was  a  drawback  to  some  who 
should  have  been  away.  The  early  opening  of  the  Sana- 
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torium  at  Lochmaben  should  prove  a  great  advantage  to  the 
Galloway  area.  Surgical  cases  continued  to  be  treated  in 
Dumfries  Infirmary. 

During  the  year  1  case  continued  treatment  at  Bridge- 
of-Weir,  1  case  was  sent  to  Manor  Valley,  6  cases  were 
treated  in  Dumfries  Infirmary,  and  3  cases  received 
domiciliary  treatment. 

TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  Dumfries  and  Galloway  scheme  has  already  been 
described.  The  only  difficulty  that  arises  is  the  question  of 
indoor  treatment  for  certain  cases.  The  need  does  not  arise 
often,  and  during  the  year  a  case  was  treated  for  a  lengthened 
period  in  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary.  Other  treatment 
is  provided  for  at  home  or  at  Dumfries. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  are  no  schemes  within  the  County,  except  in  the 
Burgh  of  Stranraer,  which  is  outwith  my  jurisdiction. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1913. 

According  to  regulations  I  submitted  the  following 
reports  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  and  the 


Scottish  Board  of  Health  : — 

1.  Rhins  District. 

There  are  two  midwives  occasionally  practising. 

Total  number  of  births  during  the  year  . .  272 

Total  number  of  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  .  8 

Births  attended  bv  midwives  .  16 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  in  practice 

of  midwife .  0 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife  .  2 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Three  cases  of  still-birth  attended  by  doctors. 

No  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


No  case  of  emergency  arose  necessitating  medical  assistance. 
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2.  Machars  District. 

i  » 

There  are  two  midwives  occasionally  practising-. 

Total  number  of  births  during-  the  year  .  220 

Total  number  of  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  . .  7 

Births  attended  by  midwife  . . . . . .  8 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  in  practice 

of  midwife  . .  0 


One  case  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  occurred  in  doctor’s  practice. 
Nine  cases  of  still-birth  attended  by  doctors. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  case  of  emerg-ency  arose  necessitating  medical  assistance. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

* 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  in  connection  with  any 
of  the  various  Orders  and  Acts  dealing  with  Milk  Production 
and  Supply.  With  regard  to  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  (Scotland),  1923,  no  licenses  for  the  sale  of  graded 
milk  have  been  granted.  The  Condensed  Milk  Regulations, 
1923,  are  vested  in  the  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs.  The 
administration  of  the  various  Orders  is  in  the  hands  of  two 
inspectors,  and  will  be  dealt  with  in  their  reports. 

i'  r  '  )  ;  . 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT. 

There  are  four  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  Rhins 
District,  one  of  which  is  confined  to  the  slaughtering  of 
calves.  All  have  been  generally  well  looked  after  and  kept 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Inspection  by  the  present  staff 
can  only  be  occasional. 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  Machars, 
which  can  only  be  visited  occasionally. 

The  greater  amount  of  meat  consumed  is  slaughtered  in 
the  Burgh  areas. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  Meat 
Inspection  (Regulations)  Scotland,  1923,  in  either  District. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  ACTS. 

No  action  has  been  deemed  necessary  under  the  above 
Acts  in  either  of  the  Districts. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

The  number  and  classification  remains  as  before. 
Inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  his 
time  allows.  The  bakehouses  in  both  Districts  have  been 
well  kept. 


SPECIAL  ENQUIRIES  CERTIFICATES,  &c. 

Special  enquiries  were  few  in  number,  and  were  confined 
to  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

One  special  report  on  the  Water  Supply  and  Drainage 
at  Barvennan  farm  in  the  Machars  was  submitted  to  the 
Local  Authority  and  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  DISTRICTS 
AND  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

RHINS. 


Population  of  Census  1921  . 

.  12,236 

Population  estimated  1923  . 

.  12,066 

I 

Births  numbered  268. 

Birth 

rate 

per 

1000,  22.2. 

(Illegitimate  birth  rate,  20.1 

per  cent. 

19^2 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Births  _ 

254 

296 

313 

235 

Previous  Birth  Pates  . 

20.4 

24.2 

28.9 

21.5 

Illegitimate  Pates  per  cent . 

18.5 

18.9 

17.3 

25.1 

Deaths  numbered  149. 

Death  rate, 

12.3. 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Deaths  . 

‘160 

160 

187 

180 

Previous  Death  Rates  . 

12.9 

13.1 

17.3 

16.4 

16 


Death  Rates  per  1000  of  Population. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

.46 

.18 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— . 

— 

— - 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.33 

— 

— 

1.10 

.09 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

— 

— 

.24 

.27 

— 

Influenza  . 

— 

.24 

— 

— 

.18 

Erysipelas  . . . „ . 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ..* . 

.24 

1.04 

.33 

.46 

.45 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .... 

.16 

.16 

.24 

.37 

.36 

Cancer  . 

...  1.16 

1.20 

1.14 

1.28 

1.00 

Heart  Disease  . 

...  1.16 

1.92 

.89 

1.66 

2.00 

Bronchitis  . 

.24 

.96 

.57 

.55 

1.00 

Pneumonia  . 

.66 

.24 

.65 

.55 

2.55 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

..  -  .33 

.16 

.24 

.09 

.27 

Diarrhoea  . . 

.16 

.40 

.27 

.09 

Nephritis  . 

.33 

.24 

.40 

.46 

.45 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.- 

-There 

were 

24  deaths  of 

children  under  1  year  of  age,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  90 
per  1000  births,  as  compared  with  59  in  1922,  74  in  1921, 
83  in  1920,  and  72  in  1919. 


Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  from  the  under¬ 
mentioned  Parishes  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and 
M'mbr'nous  Cr’p 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia. 

1  Acute  Primary 

|  Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

N  on-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Chickenpox 

Inch 

2 

Kirkcolm  ... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Kirkmaiden 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

Leswalt 

6 

... 

... 

*  0  • 

1 

... 

•  #  • 

New  Luce  ... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  . 

... 

Old  Luce  ... 

5 

1 

... 

... 

3 

•.»  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Portpatrick 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

.  .  • 

... 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

Stoneykirk 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

4 

38 

Total 

14 

3 

2 

.... 

1 

... 

4 

*  • 

2 

5 

40 

Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  3  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  treated  in  Hospital  at  Stranraer.  Twelve  households 
were  affected  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  3  with  Diphtheria. 
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Chickenpox  again  became  notifiable,  and  40  cases  were 
notified  from  the  Parishes  of  Stoneykirk  and  Kirkmaiden. 


MACHARS. 


Population  at  Census  1921 

...  8245 

Population  estimated  1923 

...  7993 

Births  numbered  211. 

Birth 

rate 

per 

1000,  26.4. 

Illegitimate  birth  rate,  13.7 

per 

cent. 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Births  . . 

t  226 

202 

227 

169 

Previous  Birth  Rates  . 

27.2 

24.5 

28.3 

20.9 

Illegitimate  Rates  per  cent . 

14.2 

14.4 

12.3 

14.8 

Deaths  numbered  133. 

Death  rate,  16.6. 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Deaths  . 

104 

101 

114 

139 

Previous  Death  Rates  . 

12.5 

12.2 

14.2 

17.2 

Death  Rates  per  1000  of  Population. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Enteric  Fever  . 

— 

.12 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

.12 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

.37 

.24 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

— 

.24 

— • 

.24 

.24 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

.62 

.24 

.36 

.49 

.61 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

.37 

.12 

.84 

.37 

1.23 

Cancer  . . . 

2.50 

1.08 

.60 

1.87 

2.10 

Heart  Disease  . . 

2.25 

2.04 

2.91 

1.74 

1.60 

Bronchitis  . 

.62 

.36 

.12 

.37 

1.48 

Pneumonia  . 

.875 

1.20 

.84 

.99 

2.22 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

• 

— 

.24 

.24 

— 

.12 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . 

— 

.12 

.12 

.12 

— 

Nephritis  . 

.62 

.48 

.12 

.49 

— 

Influenza  . 

— 

.48 

.36 

— 

.37 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— There  were  19  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  yean  of  age,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  90  per 
1000  births,  as  compared  with  44  in  1922,  69  in  1921,  75  in 
1920,  and  107  in  1919. 

Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  from  the  under¬ 
mentioned  Parishes  : — 
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Typhoid  or 

Enteric  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and 

M’mbr’nous  Cr’p 

Erysipelas 

Malaria  J 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Chickenpox 

Puerperal  Fever 

Glasserton 

1 

1 

1 

Kirkcowan... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

Kirkinner  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

... 

Mochrum  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

1 

Sorbie 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Whithorn  ... 

•  M 

i*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Wigtown  ... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  - 

•  •  • 

... 

Penninghame 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Total  . . . 

... 

5 

1 

1 

7 

•  -  • 

7 

2 

1 

1 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
were  treated  in  Joint  Fever  Hospital  at  Newton-Stewart. 
Only  three  households  were  affected  with  Scarlet  Fever. 
Two  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  received  treat¬ 
ment  in  Dumfries  Infirmary. 
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BURGH  OF  NEWTONSTEWART. 


Population  at  Census  1921  . . .  1831 

Population  estimated  1923  .  1756 


BIRTHS. — There  were  19  births  credited  to  the  Burgh, 
giving  a  birth  rate  of  10.8  per  1000  of  population.  10.5  per 
cent,  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 


1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Births  . 

32 

39 

43 

30 

Previous  Birth  Rates  . . 

. .  17.4 

21.3 

23.7 

16.4 

Illegitimate  Rates  per  cent . 

.  12.5 

10.3 

11.6 

10.0 

DEATHS.— -The  deaths,  inclusive  of  2  transferred  in 
from  other  sources,  numbered  23.  The  death  rate  was  13.1. 


1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Deaths  . 

.  21 

31 

41 

28 

Previous  Death  Rates  . 

.  11.4 

16.9 

22.6 

15.3 

Age  Incidence. 

Deaths. 

Under  1  year  . . . . . . .  2 

1  and  under  5  years  ,, — . .  2 


5 

y  5 

10 

, , 

10 

5  > 

15 

yy 

.  1 

15 

y  y 

25 

yy 

. . 

25 

y  y 

35 

yy 

.  1 

35 

yy 

45 

yy 

.  1 

45 

>  > 

55 

yy 

,  .  >  '  *  ,,i  1 

55 

> ) 

65 

yy 

.  3 

65 

yy 

75 

yy 

.  7 

75 

yy 

85 

yy 

.  5 

co 

and  over 

.  1 

The  highest  recorded  age  was  87  years. 

■.  J  *  •  ,i  ■  .  .  :  ■  ..i  .  1  . -C  '  «  S  . 

The  causes  of  death  were  : — Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System,  2;  Tuberculosis  of  Intestines  and  Peritoneum,  1; 
Malignant  Tumours,  2;  Apoplexy,  2;  Heart  Disease,  4; 
Bronchitis,  4 ;  Pneumonia,  2 ;  Nephritis,  3 ;  other  defined 
diseases,  1 ;  causes  ill-defined  or  unknown,  2. 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Heart  Disease  . 

Cancer  . 

Influenza  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 


Death  Pates  per  1000  of  Population. 


1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

1.13 

— 

1.09 

1.10 

1.09 

.56 

— 

— 

1.10 

— 

2.27 

.163 

1.09 

.55 

1.63 

1.13 

.54 

1.09 

.55 

1.09 

2.27 

1.63 

1.63 

2.76 

.54 

1.13 

2.17 

2.18 

2.20 

2.18 

— 

.54 

— 

— 

— 

.54 

I 

I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— There  were  2  deaths 
under  1  year  of  age.  The  mortality  rate  was  105  per  1000 
births,  as  compared  with  31  in  1922,  103  in  1921,  140  in  1920, 
and  100  in  1919. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS.— All  births  were 
duly  notified  to  me  either  by  parent  or  medical  attendant. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.— There  are 
no  arrangements. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915.— In  accordance 
with  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act  I  submitted  the  following 
report  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  and  to  the 


Scottish  Board  of  Health  : — 

There  are  no  midwives  practising  in  the  area. 

Total  number  of  births  during  the  year  .  19 

Total  number  of  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  .  1 

Births  attended  by  midwives  .  0 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  0 

Cases  of  Still-birth  .  1 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Cases  of  emergency  .  0 


VENEREAL  SCHEME  AND  TUBERCULOSIS 
SCHEME. — Combination  of  County  Authorities. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS.— The  list 
remains  much  as  before.  Seventeen  inspections  were  made. 
The  bakehouses  are  all  well  kept. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSE,  &c. — This  has  as  usual  been 
well  kept.  A  Veterinary  Inspector  inspects  meat  of  doubtful 
soundness,  but  no  special  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
carry  out  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1923. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS.— There  has  been  no 
improvement  in  the  housing  conditions.  The  Local 
Authority  have  not  yet  proceeded  with  the  erection  of  houses 
already  sanctioned.  They  have  adopted  a  scheme  to 
subsidise  private  enterprise. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — The  supply  has  been  ample,  and  no 
action  has  been  taken  under  the  various  Orders  and  Regula¬ 
tions  dealing  with  milk. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — There  were  notified  13 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Erysipelas,  1  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  4  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  first  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  on 
8th  and  9th  October  and  rather  pointed  to  a  school  infection. 
Nothing  was  found  there,  but  undoubtedly  some  mild,  un¬ 
recognisable  case  was  the  forerunner.  Eleven  households 
were  affected.  Only  in  one  household  was  there  secondary 
infection.  They  were  all  treated  in  Hospital,  and  there  was 
no  fatality. 

The  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  sent  to  Manor 
Valley,  and  three  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
received  treatment  in  Dumfries  Infirmary. 
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BURGH  OF  WIGTOWN. 


Population  at  Census  1921  .  1299 

Population  estimated  1923  . ' . . .  1264 


BIRTHS. — There  were  26  births  credited  to  the  Burgh, 


giving  a  birth  rate  of  20.6 

per  1000  of  population. 

There 

were  no  illegitimate  births. 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Births  . 

.  34 

,,  30 

42 

18 

Previous  Birth  Rates  . 

.  25.9 

23.1 

33.1 

14.1 

Illegitimate  Rates  per  cent . 

.  26.5 

16.7 

9.5 

16.7 

DEATHS. — The  deaths,  inclusive  of  2  transfers  from 
other  sources,  numbered  20.  The  death  rate  was  15.8. 


1922  ! 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Previous  Number  of  Deaths  .. 

. 22 

16 

29 

37 

Previous  Death  Rates  . . 

.  16.8 

12.3 

22.9 

29.0 

The  highest  recorded 

age  at  death  was 

85. 

Age  Incidence. 

Deaths. 

Under  1  year 


1  and  under  5  years 


5 

yy 

10 

”  . , . 

.  . 

10 

y  y 

15 

y  y  . 

15 

y  y 

25 

y  y  . 

.  3 

25 

>  y 

35 

y  y  . . 

.  i 

35 

yy 

45 

yy  . . 

.  i 

45 

y  y 

55 

yy  . 

. . .  3 

55 

y  y 

65 

yy  . 

65 

y  y 

75 

yy  . 

.  6 

75 

y  y 

85 

y  y,  . 

85  and  upwards 

• 

.  1 

The  causes  of  death  were  : — Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System,  4;  Malignant  Tumours,  5;  Apoplexy,  3;  Heart 
Disease,  1;  Bronchitis,  2;  Nephritis  (Acute  and  Chronic),  1; 
Suicide,  1 ;  other  Violent  Deaths,  1 ;  other  Defined 
Diseases,  2. 
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Death  Rate  per 

1000  of 

Population. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

1923 

1922 

1921 

1920 

1919 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

..  3.16 

.76 

.77 

1.57 

2.34 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

.78 

— 

Bronchitis  . 

..  1.58 

.76 

— 

.78 

1.56 

PiiiPiiminnifi . . 

3.07 

4  69 

Cancer  . 

..  3.95 

1.52 

3  15 

3.91 

TVlp.asl.es  . . 

1.57 

Aooolexv  ( . 

..  2.37 

2.28 

1.53 

Whooping  Cough  .. . . 

— 

.76 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  . . . . 

— 

.76 

- . 

— 

. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— There  were  no  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  1923,  nil;  1922, 
59;  1921,  133;  1920,  95;  1919,  222. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS.— Only  11  births 
were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  while  26  were  credited 
to  the  Burgh. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.— There  are 
no  arrangements. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915.— According  to 
Regulations  I  submitted  the  following  report  to  the  Central 
Authorities  : — 

There  are  no  midwives  practising  in  the  area. 

Total  number  of  births  during  the  year  .  26 

Total  number  of  deaths  within  10  days  of  birth  .  0 


Births  attended  by  midwives  .  0 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  0 

Cases  of  Still-birth  .  0 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Cases  of  emergency  .  0 


VENEREAL  SCHEME  AND  TUBERCULOSIS 
SCHEME. — Combination  of  County  Authorities. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS.— Workshops 
on  register  remain  as  before.  There  are  no  bakehouses  in 
the  Burgh. 


% 
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SLAUGHTER  -  HOUSE  AND  INSPECTION  OF 
MEAT. — There  are  two  private  slaughter-houses  in  the 
Burgh.  They  have  been  kept  in  fair  order.  No  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  carry  out  the  Public  Health  (Meat 
Inspection)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1923.  I  again  urge  the 
necessity  of  a  public  slaughter-house. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS.— No  progress  has 
been  made  in  regard  to  housing. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — No  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
various  Orders  and  Regulations  dealing  with  milk. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— There  were  notified  2 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  treated  in  Fever 
Hospital  at  Newton-Stewart. 


